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Zbc Gunpowder plot 



^OW shall we in a continued Relation declare 
that Horrid, and by all Parties, justly 
detested* Conspiracy entred into against the King 
of Great Britain; which being discovered about 
the end of this year [1605] was in the next year 
suppressed by the Death of the Conspirators. 

To the Petition for Liberty of Conscience made 
by the Papists in the former Session of Parliament, 
and rejected by the King, there was a rumour 
there would be another preferred at the next 
Sessions, (which had been now often deferred) 

*So detestable it seems it was to some of the 
Students of the English Colledge at Rome, that being 
informed of the discovery of the Plot, Sixteen of 
of them (abhorring such jugling and bloody Designs) 
forsook the Colledge, slipt into France, some of them 
turning to the Church of England, whither they 
came. — Foulis, ICst, of PofisA PlotSf H. 10. c. 2. p. 692. 
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which should be in no danger of being denyed as 
the former, but should carry with it a necessity of 
being granted by the King whither he would or 
not. Therefore those that managed the Afiairs of 
the Kingdom under a generous and no wayes 
suspicious King, fearing nothing worse, did make 
it their business to avoid such Petitions, and that 
necessity that did attend them. But among the 
Conspirators it was consulted, not how they might 
obtain the King's favour, which they now despaired 
of; but how they might revenge that repulse, 
though with the mine of the Kingdom, which the 
other never thought of. 

The beginning of these Counsels are to be 
derived from the latter end of Q. Elizabeth. For 
then, as appeared afterwards by proofs and 
confessions, Robert Winter (to whom Oswald 
Tesmond alias Greenwell, of the Society of the 
Jesuits joyned himself as his Companion) was by 
the advice of Hen. Garnet, Provincial or 
Superiour of the said Society in England (Robert 
Catesby and Francis Tresham of the Gentry, 
instigating) privately sent into Spain, in the name 
of the Catholicksy with Letters Commendatory to 
Arthur Creswell of the same Society living in 
Spain, and with Commands to the King;* of which 
this was the summe. 

* Dec. 1601. 
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That he should forthwith send an Army into 
England, for which the Catholicks would be ready 
in Arms as soon as it came over. In the mean 
while that he should assign yearly Pensions to 
some Catholick Gentlemen. Furthermore, that he 
should insinuate it to the King, that there were 
some Gentlemen and Military persons that were 
aggrieved at the Present state of things, whom he 
might easily draw to his Part, by relieving their 
necessities. And whereas the greatest difficulty, 
after the Lianding such an Army, would be for 
supply of Horses; they in England would take 
care to have Two thousand Horses ready provided 
upon all occasions. 

This thing was secretly transacted by the 
Mediation of Creswell with Petrus Francesa 
Secretary to King Philip, and Franciscus Sando- 
vallius Duke of Lerma, and he affirmed that the 
thing would be very acceptable to King Philip, 
and that he had offered his utmost assistance : 
that it was also agreed among them of the Place 
of Landing. For if the forces were great, then 
Kent and Essex would be most commodious for 
their Landing; if less, Milford in Wales; and 
that King Philip had promised by Count Miranda 
toward that Expedition Ten hundred thousand 
Crowns. Stored with these promises. Winter 
returns into England, and acquaints Garnet, 
Catesby, and Tresham what he had done. 
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These things were transacted under Q. Eliza- 
beth: who dying about this time, Christopher 
Wright who was privy to these matters, is speedily 
sent into Spain,* who bringing the News of the 
Queen's Death, presseth the business of the 
Pensions and the Expedition. With him was sent 
from Bruxells by William Stanley, Hugh Owen, 
and Balduinus (one of the Society of Jesuits) 
Guido Fawkes, with Letters f to CresweU that he 
should speed the business. To him was given in 
Command, that he should signifie to the King that 
the Condition of the^Catholicks would be more 
hard under the new King, then it had been Q. 
Elizabeth; and therefore that he should by no 
means desist from so laudable an Enterprize. 
That Milford lay open for an easie Tending to 
Spinola, 

But the state of things was changed by the death 
of the Queen, and King Philip returned an 
Answer worthy of a King, that he could no longer 
attend to their Petitions, for that he had sent 
Ambassadors into England, to treat of Peace with 
the new King. 

Therefore despairing of their designs as to King 
Philip, the Conspirators fly to their last and 
desperate Counsels, and in the first place they 



• Mar. 1603. t ** J^' '^3- 
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ooofinB tbcir Bcsoiatioos to attwpt soae ff^Mt 
Eotcqxiae. And dns thdr Dmnes diBoaned. 

To depose Kings, to gcuit tbdr Kingdoms to 
otfacFi, is in the power of the Svpream Judge 
of the Chardi; Bat all Hcicticks beii^ ^s» jurt 
sepaiatcd from coinminDoo of the Faithfbl, are 
every 'jtxL on Holj TfamsdajTy excomanniicated 
fay the Pope. And this hc^dcth not odIj in 
Frofesed Heretids, fant in those that are uivatlj 
sodi, h c f ai wf being reputed ip%» Jwre Excamnni- 
nicate they Aa incor the (same) Penalties, whidi 
are ipso facto deserved fay prolcssed Hereticks. 
From thence it follows, that Kings and other 
Christian Princes if they £dl into Heresie may he 
deposed, and their Subjects dimlurged of their 
AUfgiance, Nor can they recover their R%ht 
again, no, not thoi^ they sfaoold fae reconciled 
to the ChnrdL When it is said that the Orardi, 
the Coomion Mother of all, doth shnt her faosome 
against none that rctnm to her, this is to fae under- 
stood with a distinction, vsw. provided it be not to 
the damage or danger of the Church. For this 
is tme as to the Sool, bat not as to the Kingdom. 

Nor oagbt this punishment to fae extended only 
to Princes diat are thus infected, bat also to their 
Sons, who for their Fathers Sin are exdoded 
from Socceasion in the Kii^dom« For Heresie b 
a Leprosie, and an Hereditaiy Disease: and to 
speak more plainly, he loseth his Kingdom that 
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deserteth the Roman Religion: he is to be accursed, 
abdicated, proscribed; neither is he, nor any of 
his Posterity to be restored to the Kingdom : as to 
his Soul, he may be absolved by the Pope only. 

Thinking themselves abundantly secured within 
by these reasonings, they begin to seek outward 
strengthenings to their conspiracy: and chiefly 
Secresie, which they sealed by Confession, and 
the receiving of the Sacrament. To this end 
there was an oath drawn up amongst them,* in 
which they did engage their Faith by the H. 
Trinity and the Sacrament, which they were 
presently to receive, that they would neither 
directly or indirectly by word or circumstance 
discover the Plot now to be communicated to 
them, nor would they desist from prosecuting it, 
unless allowed by their Associates. 

Thus being encouraged by the authority of their 
Divines, they betake themselves to the adventure 
(as) not only lawful and laudable, but meritorious. 
This was done before John Gerard of that Society. 

Unto this, after Confession, by the Sacrament 
of the Altar, were drawn in, the next May, at 
£rst five of the Conspirators, Robert Catesby, 
Tho. Winter, Tho. Percy, Kinsman to the E. of 
Northumberland, John Wright, and the afore- 
mentioned Fawkes called out of Flanders. 

• May, 1604. 



■■ -7~T^.». r "i^rj 



THE GUNPOWDER PLOT. II 

Catesbf, the Author of this Tragedy, thought it 
BOt enough that this, or that, or any single person 
should be aimed at, but that all, together, and at 
the same time, should be comprehended in this 
Conspiracy. 

For so he reasoned within himself. 

The King himself might many wayes be taken 
away, but this would be nothing as long as the 
Prince and the Duke of York were alive : again, 
if they were removed, yet this would advantage 
nothing so long as there remained a Parliament, 
so vigilant, so circumspect to whatever might 
happen : or if the Parliament or the chief Mem- 
bers of it, could be destroyed, there would 
remain still the Peers of the Realm; so many 
Prudent Persons, so many powerful Earls, 
addicted to that Party, whom they could hardly 
resist, and who by their Authority, Wealth, and 
Dependents, would be able, if occasion should be, 
to restore things to their former state. Therefore 
not by delayes, but at one blow all were to be 
swallowed up, and so laudable an Atchievement 
was to be brought to effect altogether, and at 
once. 

At Westminster there is an old Palace of very 
great Honor and Veneration for its Antiquity, in 
which the great Councils of the Kingdom are 
used to be celebrated ; which by a word borrowed 
from us they call a Parliament. In this, the King 
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with His Male issue, the Bishops of his Privy 
Cottncel, the Peers, the English Nobility, the 
Chief Magistrates, and those that are delegated 
ftom particular Counties, Cities, Towns, and 
Burroughs; in short, the Men of greatest Wisdom 
and Counsel do meet together. 

Here Catesby thought a convenient place to 
execute his so long studied and digested Plot: and 
having made a Vault, and storing it with a great 
quantity of Gun-Powder, to involve all those 
together , who could not severally be taken, 
together with the King and His Family in the 
Rubbish of the same Ruines. 

Therefore when he had dealt with Piercy, and 
he after many bitter complaints of the King, 
through impatience, broke forth into these words, 
•• That there was only one way left to be delivered 
from so many Evils, and that was to take the 
King out of the way, and to that end, as he was 
ready for any attempt, did freely offer his own 
Service.'* Catesby, who was more cautious and 
cunning, moderated the Gentlemans heat, and, 
** God forbid, said he, 'that this Head of thine so 
dear to all good men should be so fruitlesly 
exposed to such danger. The business may be 
undertaken and accomplished, yet so as that you 
and such as you are may still be preserved for 
further consulting for Religion and the Public 
weal." 
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Then he opens his design in very plausible 
words, and with like Artifice shews him the 
manner how it was to be effected. Piercy agrees, 
and presently hires an house nigh to the place, 
and very opportune, to work his Vault. 

The Parliament that was called the year before, 
was deferred till February following. Mean 
while,* Tho. Bates, Cateby*s Servant, a dextrous 
Fellow, and one in whom his master did much 
confide, being, least he should suspect any thing, 
taken into the privity of the Fact, when at first 
he seemed to be moved at the horridness of the 
thing, he is sent to Tesmund alias Greenwell (for 
those men, that they might the better be undis- 
covered, went under two Names, sometimes under 
three) by whom he was perswaded, and strangely 
confirmed to the Execution of the design, being 
made sensible of the Meritoriousness of the work. 
Afterwards Robert Keyes, and after him Ambrose 
Rockwood, and John Grant, were taken into the 
Plot. Ill Eid. Xbr.t the Vault was begun, 
Christopher Wltthie, and a little after Robert 
Winter being also taken into the Society. 

The work beitig ofien intermitted and often 
repeated, at length the Vault was brought to the 
Wall of the Court, where a new difficulty ariseth 
from the hardness of the W^all, and the thickness 

* Nov. 1604. f Dec. II. 
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of three Ells; so that under a long time the work 
could Dot be finished, and there were now but a 
few dayes to the sitting of the Parliament. 

And now the pertinacious industiy of the 
Workmen had almost beat its way through the 
middle of the Wall, and they seemed not so much 
to want good minds (to the work) as time, when 
as the Parliament was put off till the Month of 
October. Then was Despair turned into Joy, 
with certain confidence that they should effect their 
design: and it was observed that whiles they 
briskly beat upon the Wall, there was a 
noise heard upon the other side of the Wall. 
Thither Fawks is sent to enquire out the cause. 
He brings word back that there was a Cellar 
under Ground, from whence they were removing 
Cole, he being lately Dead who had hired that 
Cellar for his own use. Therefore the Conspirators 
thinking that Cellar more commodious, by the 
help of Piercy, let out their other Houses, and 
bring out all their Materials and hopes into this. 
Such was the opportuneness of the place (for it 
was almost directly under the Royal Throne) that 
so seasonable an accident did make them perswade 
themselves, that God did by a secret Conduct 
fieivour their Attempt. These things happened 
about the Feast of Easter. The Gun-powder is 
at their leisure carried into the Cellar from 
Catesby's House over against the Palace, where it 
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had been with great care and diligence brought 
together; First, Twenty Barrels are layed in and 
covered with Billets and Faggots. 

Then the Conspirators being sure of the good 
event, began to consult what was to be done after 
they had effected their Plot: First, they considered 
of taking the Prince, who about that time, they 
came to understand, would not come to the 
Parliament with his father, contrary to what they 
concluded in the b^[inmng, and against him they 
plotted destruction, as one that was no Friend of 
theirs, and they had found out a way for it. 

The next care was for Supplies of Money, 
concerning which they thought they had sufficiently 
provided. They had also provided that the Peers 
and Gentry addicted to Popery, should, as much 
as might be, be exempt from danger. Lastly^ 
they debated concerning calling in Foreign Princes 
to their assistance; but being doubtful of their 
faith and secresie, they thought fit not to send to 
them till they had accomplished their design; for 
commonly such Actions are not commended but 
by their Event. 

They passed their Judgments upon them sever- 
ally, the Spaniards seemed to be more opportune 
for them, but too remote, and too slow in raising 
Forces. The French was near, but fearful and 
suspected for the close league he held with the 
Dutch. The most present help was from Flanders, 
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from whence they might most commodiously 
expect Supplies; for which Stanly was designed 
the Captain or Commander. 

Moreover, that they might the more easily 
deceive the world, and least hy their passing to 
and fro to those places they should give some 
cause of Suspition» they go their several wayes; 
some into the Countrey, some a great way out of 
the Island, waiting for the time app<Hnted for the 
Execution. Fawks went into Flanders that he 
might acquaint Stanly and Owen with the whole 
Matter, nor did he return into England till the 
latter end of August. 

Catesby, that he might not be idle in the mean 
time, gets Francis Tresham and Everard Digby tp 
his Party, agreeing with them for Supply of 
Money, and the former promised Two thousand 
pounds of English Money, the other Fil^een 
hundred. Piercy, that was prodigal at another 
mans charge, promised whatsoever he could scrape 
tc^ether of the Revenues of the E. of Northum- 
berland. 

In the mean time. Ten more Barrels of Gun- 
powder are added to the former, and four more 
greater than the rest, upon suspition, least by the 
moistness of the place, the former should have 
been spoiled; and again, they are all covered over 
with a great heap of stones and wood. 

And now the time of the Parliaments convening 
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drew on, and was again put off till the Nones of 
November.* Therefore the Conspirators did again 
repeat their consultation, and some were appointed 
who, on the same day that the Enterprise was to 
be Executed, should seize upon the Lady Elizabeth 
(the Kings eldest Daughter, who was brought up 
under the Lord Farrington in Warwickshire) 
tmder pretence of an Hunting Match, which 
Everard Digby, who was privy to the matter, had 
appointed with great preparation at Dunchurch. 
Her they decreed publickly to proclaim Queen. 

They taking to themselves the Titles of the 
Assertors of liberty, did nothing less at first than 
profess themselves the Authors of the Fact,f or 
make any mention of Religion to the People, but 
purposed to hold that in suspense for some time, 
and by a Proclamation published in the Queens 
name to redress great grievances for the present, 
and feed them with hopes of more for the future, 
till the Faction growing strong, either by favour 
or severity of new Edicts, they might draw the 
People to their Parts and Obedience; and the 
odiousness of their fact so by degrees discovering 
it self would in time, and together with their good 
success grow off. 

• 5 Nov. 

•f- They purposed when the blow was first given — 
but the success thereof doubtful, to father the fact on 
the Puritans. — Fuller v. FouUs^ p. 690. 
B 
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Nor came it in so long time into the minds of 
any of them how many Innocents all about them, 
how many In&nts, 1k>w many that agreed with 
them in Religion, how many who perhaps had 
deserved well of them that vast mine would over- 
whelm. 

Now all things are ready, and the last Scene 
was going to be Acted, wh^i as by the unsearch- 
able Judgment of God, one who desired to save 
another, brought destruction both to himself and 
his Associates. 

There were ten dayes to the Parliament, when 
upon Saturday in the Evening a Letter was brought 
as from a Friend to the Lord Monteagle, but by 
whom written, is uncertain, and by whom brought 
unknovni. By it he was warned to forbear meet- 
ing at the Parliament for the first two dayes of the 
Session; forasmuch as some great, and sudden, 
uid unsuspected mischief did threaten that 
Meeting. 

The hand of him that wrote it was unknovni, 
and the writing itself purposely so ordered, that 
it could hardly be read. No date to the Letter, 
no subscription, no inscription put to it, and the 
whole composure of words ambiguous. 

The Lord Monteagle was doubtful what he 
should do; therefore late in the night he goeth to 
Robert Cecil Earl of Salisbury, and chief Secre- 
tary to the King, and giving him the Letter, 
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freely declared to him how he came by it, and 
how little he valued it. Cecil did not make much 
more account of it, and yet thought it was not 
altogether to be neglected ; and Therefore showed 
it to the chief Councellors, Charles Howard, Chief 
Admiral of the seas, the Earl of Nottingham, to 
the Earls of Worcester, and Northampton. 

The thing being considered of amongst them, 
although at first sight the Letter seemed of no 
great momesnj ; yet they thought that not the 
slightest discovery ought to be despised, especially 
where the safety of the King was endangered, nor 
such great care to be blamed in them, to whom 
the preservation of His Majesty did both by Office 
and Duty belong. 

The King was then gone to Royston, to Hunt. 
It seemed good to them to determine nothing 
before they had consulted the King. For they 
said that they had oftentimes experienced the 
quick apprehension, and happy conjecture of the 
King in unriddleing things that were liable to 
greatest doubtfulness. 

Upon the Calends of November,* the King 
returned to the City, and forthwith Cecil taking 
him aside, unfolds the matter, and shews him the 
Letter, which it seems worth while to insert here 
for the perpetual remembrance of it; forasmuch 

* I Nov. 
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as not without cause it afforded such matter of 
dispute between him and his Councellors. 

" The love which I bear to some of your Friends 
makes me careful for your safety. Wherefore I 
advise you as you love your life, that you would 
invent some excuse for your absence from the 
Parliament. For God and Men, as it were by 
agreement do hasten to punish the wickedness of 
this Age. Do not make light of this warning, 
but depart as soon as you can into your own 
Countrey, where you may securely expect the 
event For although no signs of troubles do 
appear, yet I admonish you that that meeting shall 
receive a terrible blow, and shall not see who 
smiteth them. Do not despise this discovery, it 
may be profitable to you, it cannot hurt you. For 
the danger is over as soon as you have burnt this 
Letter. I hope by the grace of God you will 
make good use of this Counsell, to whose protec- 
tion I commend you." 

The King having read the Letter (though 
through the generousness of his mind, he was no 
way prone to suspicion) did conjecture that some 
strange thing did lye hid under it, and that the 
notice given, was l^ no means to be neglected. 

On the other side, Cecil said, it was certainly 
written by some Mad man : For no man well in 
wits would speak at this rate of a danger which he 
doth admonish so much to beware of. The danger 
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is ever so soon as you shall bum the Letter, How 
small a danger could that be which should vanish 
in so short a moment. 

On the other side the King, in whose breast the 
first suspition had taken deep root, urged the 
foregoing words, TTiat assembly shall receive a 
terrible bhw^'^md shall not see who smiteth them. 
And whiles walking in the Gallery he deeply 
thought of these things from one particular to 
another, it came into his mind that a sudden blow 
by Gun-powder was intended by those words: For 
what more sudden than a blow by Gun-powder? 

Thus the King and Salisbmry so broke off their 
discourse, that the King did strongly persevere in 
his conjecture. Salisbuiy, to free the Kings min4 
from fears and cares seemed in his presence to make 
light of thisnotice given; butin the mean timeadmir- 
ing within himself the Kings uncouth and unusual 
interpretation, and so presently suspecting it, did 
conclude, that it was not lightly to be r^arded. 

The next day the thing being again considered 
of by the King, and \as Counsellors, it seemed 
good that the Palace with the places near adjoyning, 
should be diligently searched, and that business 
was assigned to the Lord Chamberlain, who upon 
the Monday which preceded the Parliaments 
about the Evening, that they might give no 
occasion of Rumours, goes with the Lord 
Monteagle to those places : entring into the house 
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that Percy had hired, they found a great heap of 
Billets and Faggots and Coal in a Vault under- 
ground; and Wineard the Keeper of the Kings 
houses* being there present, he was asked for 
what use they were brought in thither? they 
understood that the house was hired by Percy, 
and that heap was brought in by him. 

Moreover the Chamberlain spying Fawks stand- 
ing in a comer of the Cellar, asked who he was, 
and what business he had there? Who answered, 
that he was the Domestick Servant of Percy, and 
the Keeper of that house in Percy's absence. 

Having thus done, they return to the Court, 
reporting what they had seen, and conjecturing 
worse things then formerly they had done. For 
it came into Monteagle's mind upon the mention 
of Percy, that he was highly addicted to the 
Popish Religion, that they had formerly been 
acquainted, and lived as Friends, and it might be 
that he was the Author of that Letter which gave 
ground to all this suspition. 

The Lord Chamberlain among other suspicious 
matters, did revolve in his mind, that that store 
of wood in the house of Percy, where he seldom 
resided, was not brought in thither to no purpose, 
and that that Servant of Percy whom he saw in 
the Cellar, looked like a desperate, wicked Knave. 

• Wardrobe. 
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All which things did increase the Kings 
sttspition, who wcmld have that Vault further 
searched again; but least if nothing were found, 
the Counsellors should make themselYes ridiculous 
to the People, as if they were afraid of every 
light report ; and moreover, fearing, least whiles 
they appeared to suspect Percy, who was allied in 
Blood to the chiefest Peers of the Realm, they 
should seem to suspect the Earl of Northumber- 
land himself: yet when the safety of the King did 
prevail upon them they so ordered the matter, that 
search should be made without noise or injury to any. 

It was given in conunand to Sir Thomas Knevet, 
Justice of Peace for Westminster, that in the dead 
of the Night he should go with a convenient 
company to that house, and should take Wineard 
a long with him, under pretence that he had lost 
some Hangings and Taprestry. 

Thither Sir Tho. Knevet going, finds Fawks^ 
Percy's Domestick Servant, who under a feigned 
name called himself John Johnson, before the 
house booted and habited for a Journey ; and he 
gives command presently to lay hold on him* 
From thence going into the Cellar, he speedily 
removes the Wood and Coal, which being removed, 
the Treason appeared, one little Barrel of Gun- 
powder being first discovered by it self, and after- 
ward the heap being removed 36 Barrels of 
different magnitude were found there. 
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Then turning to the Prisoner, and examining 
his Garments they found in them tinder» and three 
Match cords. 

But he being taken in the Fact, and not able to 
deny, the case being now desperate, he of his 
own accord confessed the Crime, and with an 
unappalled countenance (as he was a man of a 
resolute mind to undertake any desperate attempt) 
he added, that it was well for them that they 
found him before the house, now lately come out 
of the Cellar, in which all things were ready: for 
if they had found him within, he would not have 
stood to have buried himself and them together, 
by putting fire to the Train. 

Knevet having discovered the matter, returns 
forthwith rejoicing to the Palace, about Four a 
Clock in the Morning, and acquaints Salisbury 
and the Lord Chamberlain; who presently with a 
noise rush into the Kings Bed Chamber, and tell 
him the Treason was detected, and they had the 
Author of it in Custody and Bonds. 

The fame of this being spread abroad, for in so 
great a matter of Joy it could not be concealed, 
the Conspirators fly some this way, some that way, 
and meet together at Holbech at the house of 
Stephen Littleton, in the borders of Staffordshire. 

Thither came those that were privy to the 
Conspiracy out of Warwickshire and Worcester- 
shire; although they were ignorant of the discovery 
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of the Plot, having taken away by force from 
Gentlemens houses their War-horses; thereby 
giving a manifest token what they would have 
done when they had got the power in their hands, 
when as they ravaged with such boldness, while 
the event was yet doubtful. 

The Leaders of the Faction trusted that great 
numbers of Men, and a considerable Army would 
flock into them, as soon as they should appear in 
Arms. But the Lieutenants and Sheri& being 
before, while the Treason was only suspected, 
Commanded by the King to ride about their 
Counties, their attempts were all made void, and 
scarcely an Hundred of all that number appeared 
in Arms. And they were encompassed by Richard 
Walsh, High Sheri£f of the County of Worcester, 
who came upon them unexpectedly with a strong 
power of Men, so that they could rot escape. 

When despairing of Pardon, and their troubled 
Consciences putting them under desperate exploits, 
the Gun-powder that was drying by the Fire, took 
fire by a sparkle that fell into it, and so suddenly 
burnt the Faces, Sides, Arms, Hands of the 
Besi^ed, that they were rendered unable to 
handle their Arms, and so lost their strength and 
courage tc^ether. 

Catesby and Percy, that were most active, 
together with Tho. Winter, while they betake 
themselves to a comer of the house, are both shot 
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through with a Leaden BuUet. Winter being 
wounded, fell into the hands of the King's Party, 
both the Wrights were slain; Grant, Digby, 
Rockwood, and Bates were taken Prisoners. 
Tresham whiles shifting his Lodgings in London, 
he sometime escaped, yet at last was taken. 
Robert Winter and Littelton a long time wand- 
ring up and down the Woods, at last fell into the 
hands of the Guards, and were all committed to 
the Tower at London. 

Being Examined without the rack (for only 
Fawks was put under this way of Examination, 
and that but moderately) they severally discovered 
the whole series of the matter as we have before 
recounted, and taxed none in Holy Orders, which 
many looked upon as purposely avoided, because 
they were bound by oath not to do it. When as 
Francis Tresham had before he dyed in Prison of 
his own accord nominated Henry Garnet, being 
admonished thereof by his Wife he wrote a Letter 
to the Earl of Salisbury, and excusing his too rash 
confession, he so discharged Garnet as much as in 
htm lay by a solemn adjuration interposed, that 
he did entangle himself in a notorious lye, affirm- 
ing* that he had not seen Garnet of sixteen years; 

* He took it upon hit Salvation, even in artiaib 
wnrm (a lamentable thing) for within three hours 
after it dyed. — Procee£np agMtut the tau Traitert, 
Cc a. 3. 
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when as it did appear afterward by the confessioii 
of Garnet* that they had often and for a long 
time together convened one with another, before 
the six moneths last past. 

Digby confessing t the matter as it was in truth 
endeavoured to excuse thehorridness of the Fact,$ 
which he acknowledged and seemed to detect, by 
the desperateness of their condition: For being 
made to hope that the new King, upon his coming 
to the Kingdom, would indulge liberty of 
Conscience to those of the Popish Religion, and 
would permit the exercise thereof with some 
restriction; This being denyed, it drove those 
miserable men unadvisedly to pernicious Counsels. 

Here the Earl of Northampton and Cecil (who 
together with the Earl of Nottingham, Suffolk, 
Worcester, and Devonshire, did sit as Judges in 

* And of Mrs. Anne Vaux, who confessed that she 
had seen Mr. Tresham with Garnet at her house three 
or four times since the Kings coming in j and that 
they were at Erith together the last summer, and that 
Garnet and she were not long since with Mr. Tresham 
at his house in Northampton-shire, and stayed there. 
'^Proceedings^ ihid, 

t 1606. 

i He sought to clear all the Jesuits of those practises 
which they themselves have now confessed ex ore 
froprio, — Proceedings^ itid. Even at the time of 
Garnets Tryal was current throughout the Town a 
report of a Retractation under Bates his hand, of his 
accusation of Greenwell. — Proceedings^ ibid. 
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that Cause) interposed, affirming that the King 
never gave them any hope of liberty, nor ever 
engaged hb word for it; but factious persons did 
maliciously throw such a report abroad, that they 
might have a pretence wherewith to excuse them- 
selves, and such as they were, for the Seditions 
which they raised in the KingdooLi 

At length being Convicted and found Guilty, 
they are condemned to the punishment wont to be 
inflicted by the Laws of the Realm, upon Rebels 
andTraytoKs. 

Everard Digby, Robert Winter, John Grant, 
and Thomas Bates were Executed at London, 
nigh the Western Gate of St. Paul's Church in the 
later end of January. The day following Tho. 
Winter, Ambrose Rockwood, Robert Keies, and 
Guido Fawks, who confessed that they had 
wrought in the Vault were executed at Westmon- 
aster in the Old Palace yard near the Parliament 
house. 

Upon this many, who for tiiis cause were 
banished, or of their own accord changed their 
Native Soil, were most courteously received at 
Calice, by Dominick Wikes,* the Govemour there, 
for so the King commanded. 

Of whom one was of such a perverse mind that 
when Wikes did shew himself to bewail his and his 

•Vicufc 
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» fcrtone, md lor Uiar ooaifcrt added, 

by ike Ki^gs grma ik^ kmd m Heigkbmnmg mm 
aihmed Ham, A&^r, suth tlie other. It is ikt 
hast part tfcmrgrirf^ that me are hamishtd mur 
Natwe Cmmtrtff tmd that w€ awtfarttdta ckamgt 
mtr SaU^ because every good mam emmts that kit 
Ommirey where he am be wellz Ms doth trmfyamd 
heartily grieve Ms^that we comld mat brimgmgemar* 
OHs tmd wholsam a desigm UpetficOam, 

Whidi as soon as Viciis oontniy to his expects- 
tkm, had heard he could haxdly for anger abstain 
lirom throwu^ that man mto the Sea, whogUxyed 
in such a Hot as was damned by all men. For so 
I remember I have heard Vicns often say, when 
tc^ther with Alexander Delbenius, he oame 
coarteoasly upon the account of our Ancient 
fiiendship to visit me, a little before he went 
from us. 

The Plot being disoovezed, the Parliament 
among public rejoydngs was hdd with great 
security. To whom the King made a most weighty 
Oration, and set forth the inexpressible Mercy of 
God over all his works, towards Himself, his 
Family, and His whole Kingdom, largely aggra- 
vating the thing from its several circumstances. 
This Temperament being with great Justice added, 
That he did not say, All that were addicted to the 
Romish Religion were to be included fis guilty of 
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this Crime: for that there were many among them, 
who although they are involved in Popish Errors 
(so he called them) yet had they not lost their true 
Loyalty to Princes, but did observe the Duty both 
of a Christian man, and of a good Subject; and 
that he in return had good thoughts of them ; and 
that he thought that the severity of the Puritans 
was worthy of flames, who deny that any Papist 
can be received into Heaven.* 

This likewise was worthy the Wisdom of a 
most just Prince, that he did judge that no Forreign 
Prince or Commonwealth, nor none that did 
manage affiurs for them had any hand in this 
Conspiracy, as who did judge of them according to 
his own mind and temper, and would think of 
others what he would that they should think of 
him. 

Therefore he did will and require, that when 

* And this conclusion with no ktt truth ; That as 
upon the one part many honest men, seduced vrith 
some errors of Popery, may yet remaine good and 
faithful Subjects : So as on the other part, none of 
those that truly know and belieye the whole ground, 
and School conclusions of their Doctrine, can ever 
prove either good Christians or faithful Subjects. He 
had said a little before. That many honest men blinded 
peradyenture with some notions of Popery, yet do 
they either not know, or at least not believe all the 
true grounds of Popery, which is indeed the mysterie 
of Iniquity. 
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aof mentkMi should be made of this Conspin^ 
m Farikment, evay one should think and 
speak hanomably of them. Which thing 
was done for the icq>ecl he bore to the Spaniaids, 
with whom desiring to keep that peace which he 
of hte made with them, he would not leave any 
the least iqppeaianoe of an alienated aflecticn, or a 
saspidoiis mind. 

He added this most generoasl]r» Tkat ke womU 
that ail mem shomU mnderOattdy that miit^r m 
G&ds protection^ the tranqmilty <md quiet rf his 
mimd wot mot at aUdistmrbed by this accidemt^ mmd 
that he did wish that his brwast were tramsparemt to 
aUt that his Beetle might behold the most secret 
recesses of his heart. 

Bat when he judged it might condnoe mnch to 
example and Publick Security, that he should 
severely punish the Anthours of so horrid a Crime, 
and because there was a snspition arising from 
Letters, Confessions and Proofe made, that Gerard 
alias Brek, Hen. Garnet, Oswald Tesmond alias 
Greenwell, were either privy to, or promoters of 
this Conspiracy; therefore upon the XVIII. of 
the Kalends of February,* a Proclamation is pub- 
lished against them, and a reward proposed to him 
thatjshould discover and bring them to their Tryal, 
as also a penalty added against those who after the 
publishing of this Proclamation should entertain, 

• 14 Jan. 
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nourish, conceal, or be any way aiding the persons 
named in that Proclamation, or should at all 
indeavour that those who are accused of this 
horrid Crime should not be found out and appre- 
hended. 

In order hereunto diligent seardi is made, and 
strict enquiry after them, who concealed them- 
selves; at length Hen. Garnet and Hall 

and Garnets Servant were taken in the house of 
Abington a Papist, and sent to London, and cast 
into the Tower. The wretched Servant for fear 
least he should be forced by torments to accuse 
his Master, or despairing upon some other account, 
did lay violent hands upon himself in the Prison, 
and with a blunt knife (for he was not permitted 
to have a keen one by him) he cut up his own 
Belly, and drew out his Bowels : and although his 
wound was bound up yet before he could be 
Examined, he dyed. 

Garnet was very gently used in his Imprison- 
ment, as he himself afterward confessed. 

At first he denyed all things; and when it did 
appear that nothing could be drawn from him 
voluntarily, and the King that he might avoid 
calumny was unwilling to use torments upon him, 
resolves by craft to illude his cautious pertinacy, 
and to bring him to larger Confessions (who would 
answer little or nothing) whether he would or not. 

He secretly imploys a man, who, by deep groans 
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and frequent complaints against the King, and his 
CoiinseUorSy and the deplorable condition of the 
Catholicks in England, did in the end perswade 
Garnet that he was Popishly enclined, and so 
crept into intimate familiarity with him. This 
man he sends with a Letter to a Gentlewoman, 
that was Imprisoned for her Religion, who kept 
her family at Whitweb and other places, and 
received with great hospitality those whom he 
commended to her. In which Letter he wrote 
plainly, and yet sparingly: what things he had 
already confessed, what he was not yet examined 
upon, and by what means he would excuse those 
things (which he had confessed) and conceal 
these. 

He wrote likewise to Rookwood the Priest, who 
was Prisoner in another Prison, and wrote his 
Letter with Ink in the middle, about some familiar 
matters that any one might read, but left broad 
Margents on both sides, which he filled with his 
Secrets, written with the juice of an Orange, 
denying all whatsoever he had confessed before 
the Lords. As to the Spanish Expedition, he 
said he had obtained the King's Pardon. As to 
this last Conspiracy he should avoid Judgment, 
because he knew they could make no sufficient 
proofs against him. But however it went, he 
added, having too high ah opinion of himself, 
that which was spoken of the only Redeemer of 
c 
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the world, It would be necessaiy that one man 
ahoold die for the People. 

The Letter was by the Kings Cooncellors, who 
smelt out the cunning, held to the fire, and 
presently the writing appeared, and the fraud was 
discovered. 

He being every day more and more confident of 
his instructed Keeper, told him he did exceedingly 
desire to have some conference with Hall, hu 
Companion. He promised to bring it about, and 
brought both of them to a place where they might 
easily hear one another, and where he himself to 
avoid all suspition might be seen by them both. 
In the mean time he placed two men of known 
credit near the place who (they knowing no such 
thing, and minding only the return of their 
Keeper who was gone abroad) might hear whatso- 
ever passed between them. There each of them 
freely discovered what they had confessed, what 
they had been Examined about, what excuses and 
evasions (for these were their words) they bad 
prepared for every particular, and many other 
such things, which being carefully taken, were 
delivered to the Counsel in writing. The next 
day (the Prisoners suspecting no such thing) 
Delegates from the King came to them, and 
Examine Garnet and Hall a part, and object to 
them that they had yesterday held private confer- 
ence with one another. 



J 
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Garnet thinking they only spoke this upon 
conjecture, stifly denyed it, and forswore it upon 
the word of a Priest.* 

At last, Hall having confessed the Fact, and he 
finding there was no avoiding it, begged Pardon 
for his contrary asseveration which he sought to 
elevate by a forced interpretation or Equivocation. 
And professing that he would speak ingenuously. 
He answered, *'that he had hitherto so constantly 
denyed it, because he knew that no man (living) 
but one (he meant Greenwell), could accuse him 
as guilty of the late Fact. But now that he saw 
himself encompassed with such a cloud of wit- 
nesses, he would no longer dissemble, but did 
confess that about five moneths agone he was 
acquainted by Greenwell with the whole matter. 
That before that, Catesby had in general told him 
that the CathoUcks in England were attempting 
some great thing as to Religion, and asked 
whether if good men should be involved in the 
danger, this were to be made matter of Conscience. 
But that he, who had a contrary command from 
the Pope, that he should not engage in any 
Conspiracy refused to hear any further of it. That 
he did pour out Prayers for the good success of 



* Upon his Sool, reiterating it with to many detest- 
able execrations, as wounded the Lords hearts to hear 
him. — PreeetJmgtf Y, 3. 
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the great cause, and amongst other things, used 
the H]rmn that was commonly Sung in the Church, 
bat intended nothing else when he did so, but 
only prayed God that in the next Parliament no 
grievous Lawes might be made against the Recu- 
■mts : so they are oUled in England, who keeping 
within their own houses, have their liberty and 
refuse to Joyne in worship with the Protestants." 

Garnet being twenty times Examined, between 
the Eids of Febr. and the VII of the Calends of 
April,* two dayes after is arrayed at the Publick 
Tribunal in London :t [Guild Hall.] 

Here the Crimes are laid to the charge of the 
Prisoner, by Sir John Crook, which are afterwards 
enlarged on in a long Speech by Sir Edward 
Cook, the Kings Attorney General. Then after 
Garnet had said something for himself, and 
especially something coi^eming Equivocation, he 
was Examined by Cecil and others, that sate as 
Judges in that case. And lastly, the Earl of 
Northampton made a long and elaborate discourse 
i^ainst him, in which he largely handled the 
Authority which the Popes arrogate to themselves 
of deposing Princes, and discussed that Chapter of 
Nos sanctorum^ the ground, as he said, of this and 
such-like Conspiracies. 

• 12 Feb. and 26 Mar. 

•¥ The reason whereof the Earl of Salisbury declared 
•t hit Tryal— See the ProcetMngs, IT, 
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At length Sentence b passed by the Lord Chief 
Justice of the Kings Bench that Garnet should be 
Drawn, Hanged, and Quartered. 

His Plea for himself was only this, that although 
he did a long time before know of the Conspiracy, 
by common Cemie and Rumours, (for Greenwell 
only informed him of all the particulars; but 
under the Seal of Confession, by the laws of which 
he was forbidden to discover it to any man living) : 
yet that he did admonish Greenwell to desist from 
the Fact which he did very much disapprove of, 
and to hinder others engaged in Conscience or 
privity in it. 

Here Cecil severely reproved him; " For, said 
he, if he did disapprove of the Fact, why did he 
afford Greenwell the benefit of Absolution before 
he had by his penitence given testimony that he 
did truly and from his heart detest the Fact? 
Furthermore, when as he understood the matter 
from Catesby, where there was no Seal of Confes- 
sion, this was sufficient to have made a discovery 
of the Plot if he had so highly abhorred it as he 
did pretend." 

But there were other things that lay heavy upon 
his charge, and those chiefly which were amongst 
his Confessions, written with his own hand and 
sent to the King, viz. '*That Greenwell did 
acquaint him with this not as with a sin (he had to 
confiMs) but as an Act which he well enough under- 
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•toody and in which he required his tdvioe and 
counseL 

" That Catesby and Greenwell came to him to 
require his advice upon the matter, and that the 
whole business might be resolved among them. 
That Tesmund (for so he was now called, who 
e'rewhile was Greenwell) and he, did not long 
agone consult together in Essex of the Barticukrs 
of this Conspiracy* Lastly, when Greenwell 
asked who should be Protector of the Kingdom ; 
Garnet answered, that that answer ou^t to be 
deferred till they saw how things should go." 

When these things were brought to his remem* 
trance, and did make it appear that he knew of 
the Conspiracy otherwise than by the way of 
Confession, all that he answered was, that what- 
soever he had signed with his own hand, was true. 
Being brought to Execution the Third of May 
being ImvetUio €rucis [Holy rood day] he said, 
** he came thither that day to find an end at length 
of all the crosses that he had bom in this life; 
that none were ignorant of the cause of his 
punishment, that he had sinned against the King 
in concealing it; that he was sorry for it, and 
humbly begged the Kings pardon: that the Plot 
against the King and Kingdom was bloody, and 
which if it had taken effect he shoukl have 
detested with all his heart, and that so horrid and 
inhumane a Fact should be attempted by Catholicks 
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was that that grieved him more then his death." 
Then he added many things in defence of Anne 
Vaux, who was held in Prison, and lay under great 
suspition upon his account. 

Being accused that he had while Q. Eliz.* was 
alive received certain Breves from Rome, in which 
he and the Peers inclined to Popery were admon- 
ished, "that when that miserable Woman should 
happen to die, they should admit of no Prince, 
how nearly soever related in blood, but such as 
should not only tolerate the Catholick Faith, but by 
all means promote it;*' he said, he had burnt themf 
the King being received for King. And when ht 
was again Examined on the same things, he 
referred Henry Monacutet who asked him about 
it, to his Confessions subscribed by him. 

Being taxed for sending Edmund Bainham to 
Rome, not to return to the City before the Plot 
should take effect ; This he thus excused, " as if he 
had not sent him upon that account ; but that he 
might inform the Pope of the calamitous state of 
England, and consult with him what course the 
Catholicks should take;*' and therefore referred 
them again to his Confessions. 

Then he kneeled down upon the stage to his 
Prayers, and looking about hither and thither, did 

• V. Procudmp^ Q. 3. 

f Tht Recorder of Loadon. 
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seem to be distressed for the loss of his life, and to 
hope a Pardon would be brought him from the 
most merciful Prince : Montacute admonished him 
that he should no longer think of life, but if he 
knew of any Treachery against the King or King- 
dom, that he should as a dying man presently 
discover it ; for that it was now no time to Equivo- 
cate. At which words Garnet being somewhat 
moved, made answer, ''that he knew the time 
did not admit of Equivocation ; that how far and 
when it is lawfid to Equivocate he had otherwhere 
delivered his opinion, that now he did not 
equivocate, and that he knew nothing bat what he 
had confessed." Then he excused himself that he 
did at first dissemble before the Lords; " That he 
did so because he did not think they had had such 
testimony and proof against him, till they did 
produce it; which when they did produce, he 
thought it as honouraUe for him to confess, as it 
would have been at first to have accused himself. 
He added many things to excuse Greenwell, 
professing that unless he were out ol danger, he 
would not have discovered the guilt of his dear 
Brother in this Conspiracy." Then praying that 
the Catholicks in England* might not fare the 



• He Mid also, ''I exhort them all to take heed they 
enter not into any Treatont, Rebelliont, or Intarrec- 
tions against the King." 
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woise upon his account, he crossed himself, and 
after he had commended his Soul to God, the 
ladder being taken away he was hang'd to 
death. 

In his behalf Andreas Eudaimon-Johannes a 
Ccetian, of the same Society, wrote an Apology,* 
in answer to Sir Edw. Cokes (Book Intituled) 
Actio in ProditoreSy (for so mnch the Title doth 
imply) published four years after, and approved by 
Claudius Aquaviva Provincial of the Society, in 
which chiefly the Doctrine of Equivocation is 
defended and explained from Scripture, Fathers, 
Schoolmen, and Thomists; and the necessity and 
matter of the Seal of Secresie or Confession is 
debated, and the chief heads of his Accusation 
are answered; the Speech of the Earl of North- 
ampton is refuted. Moreover he doth endeavour 
to evince that Garnet never knew any thing of 
the Conspiracy but by the way of Confession; and 
that he did always abhor the Treason. 

Then some things are related of his Constancy 
• at his Death, which are not related in the History 
of it. And as a conclusion of his Commentary, 
there is the memorable Story of the Straw upon 
which the Effigies of the Dead was seen, at which 
he saith his Adversaries were very much disturbed. 

* Against which Robert Abbot wrote hit AMthgm^ 
edit. Lond. 161 3-14. 
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>Vhiles the Body was quartered by the Hang- 
man, some drops of blood fell upon the Straw that 
was there provided to light the fire. John 
^Wilkinson, who was there present, that he might 
gather some relique of the Body of Garnet, 
carried home with him an Ear, that was sprinkled 
with blood, and deposited it with a Gentlewoman,* 
who kept it with great veneration in a Christal- 
glass. Afterward it was observed with great 
admiration that the Effigies of Garnet was plainly 
expressed in that blood. 

Then with great Zeal was the fame of the 
Miracle spread abroad; which others did presently 
elude by a contrary construction; saying, " It 
ought to seem no wonder if a man brought up 
among Exiles in Flanders, improved at Rome, in 
Italy, authorised to a Conspiracy in his own 
Countrey, and breathing nothing but revenge, did 
as long as he lived thirst after the blood of his 
Countreymen, should when dead deserve to be 
pictured in blood." So dangerous a thing it is in 
these corrupt times to say any thing for the honour 
of any man in those things which do exceed 
belief and the common course of Nature, which 
may not presently be retorted to his disparage- 
ment. 

• Htt. Griffith's Wife. 




bflheuaawa and fiifsliood of tfadr] 
DO Countijy DO Agt tra had sadi a Mootfer of 
C i Mn^m 'Mj as tins, vfaadn the King vkk die 
Qneen, the Arents with tfadr whole Isae, all die 
States of the Kmedam, the vhole Kingdom it seU; 
and in it innnmoable Innooents should all be 
destined to one Destruction in one moment, for a 
Sacrifice to the hat of a few cmagcd Minds. 

But it was ^eij wdl, that that Monster, iHddi 
thej themsdves that bear the blame of it, do both 
bf woid and writing evciy where iletest, being so 
befbfc oonoeivcd at home, shoold be Strang^ in 
the birth before ever it see the l^t. 

A little while after, Isaac Casanbon when he 
went into England, thinking of nothing less than 
to be engaged in this business, upon occasion of 
another Apology sent to him, and by him delivered 
to the King of Great Britain, wrote an Elegant 
Epistle to Fronto Docsens, in which he showeth 
that Garnet knew otherwise then under the Seal 
of Confession of the Powder Coospinu^, by his 
own Coofenioo and Testimony written with his 
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own hand, and doth at large discuss die Docrine 
of Equivocation, as ensnaring and pernidons, 
against the Arguments of Endaimon-Johannes. 
Against which, not Ducsens, but Eudaimon- 
Johannes doth rail sufficiently. 
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A SPEECH MADE BY King JAMES to 
BOTH Houses op Paruament, upon 
occasion of the discovery op the 
Gunpowder Plot; designed to be 
executed on the 5th november 

1605. 

Mr Lords Spiritual uul Temporal^ and you th« 
Kjiights and Buigcstet of this Parliament { It wat far 
firom my thoughti, till very lately^ before my coming 
to this place, that this Sabject should hava been 
ministred unto me, whereupon I am now to speak. 
But now it so falleth out, That whereas in the pre« 
ceding Session of this Parliament, the principal occa* 
sion of my Speech was, to thank and congratulate all 
you of this House, and in you, all the whole Common- 
wealth (at being the representative Body of the Stat«) 
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for your to willing, and loving receiving, and embrac- 
ing of me in that place, which God and Nature bj 
descent of Bloud, had in hit own time provided for me: 
So now my aubject is, to speak of a far greater 
Thanksgiving than before I gave to yon, being to a 
far greater person, which is to GOD, for the great 
and miraculous Delivery he hath at this time granted 
to me, and to you all, and consequently to the whole 
Body of this Estate. 

I must therefore begin with this old and most 
approved Sentence of Divinity, ACsericor£a Dei ntfra 
omma opera ejus. For Almighty GOD did not furnish 
so great matter to his Glory, by the Creation of this 
great World, as he did by the Redemption of the 
same, Neither did his Generation of the little World, 
in our old and first ADAM, so much set forth the 
praises of GOD in his Justice and Mercy, as did our 
Regeneration in the last and second ADAM. 

And now I must crave a little pardon of you, That 
since Kings are in the Word of GOD it self called 
Gods, as being his Lieutenants and Vicegerents on 
earth, and so adorned and furnished with some sparkles 
of the Divinity ; to compare some of the Works of 
GOD the Great King, towards the whole and general 
World, to some of his Works towards Me, and this 
little world of my Dominions, compassed and severed 
by the Sea from the rest of the Earth. For as GOD 
for the just punishment of the first great Sinner in 
the original World, when the Sons of GOD went in to 
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the Daughters of Men, and the cup of their iniquities 
of all sorts was filled, and heaped up to the full, did by 
a general deluge and overflowing of waters, baptize the 
World to a general destruction, and not to general 
purgation (only excepted Nook and his family, who 
did repent and believe the threatnings of God's Judge- 
ment:) So now, when the World shall wax old as 
a Garment, and that all the impieties and sins that 
can be devised against both the first and second Table 
have, and shall be committed to the fnll measure ; 
GOD is to punish the World the second time by 
Fire, to the general destruction and not purgation 
thereof. Although as it was done in the former to 
Noah and his Family by the waters ; So shall all we 
that believe be likewise purged, and not destroyed by 
the Fire. In the like sort, I say I may justly com- 
pare these two great and fearful Dooms-days, where- 
with GOD threatened to destroy me, and all you or 
this little World that have interest in me. For 
although I confess, as all mankind, so chiefly Kings, 
as being in the higher places, like the high Trees, or 
stayest Mountains, and steepest rocks, are most sub- 
ject to the daily tempests of innumerable dangers ; 
and I amongst all other Kings^ have ever been subject 
unto them, not only ever since my birth, but even as 
I may justly say, before my birth, and while I was yet 
in my Mother's belly : yet have I been exposed to two 
more special and greater dangers then all the rest. 
The first of them, in the Kingdom where I was 
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boruy and pMaed the fint pwt or my life : And the 
hnt of them here, which is the greatest. In the 
former, I should have been baptixed in bloud, and in 
my destruction, not only the Kingdom, wherein I then 
was, but ye also by your future interest, should have 
tasted of my ruine. Yet it pleased GOD to deliver 
me, as it were, from the very brink of death, from the 
point of the dagger, and so to purge me by my thank- 
ful acknowledgment of so great a benefit. But in this 
which did so lately fall out, and which was a destruc- 
tion prepared not for me alone, but for you all that are 
here preient, and wherein no rank, age, or lex should 
have been spared ; This was not a crying sin of bloud 
as the former, but it may well be called a roaring, nay, a 
thundering sin of Fire and Brimstone, from the which, 
God hath so miracuously delivered us all. What 
I can speak of this, I know not. Nay rather, what can 
I not speak of it ? And therefore I must for horror 
lay with the Poet, Voxftmabux Jueret, 

In this great and horrible attempt, wheieof the like 
was never either heard or read, I observe three 
wonderful or rather miraculous events. 

First, in the cruelty of the Plot it self, wherein 
cannot be enough admired the horrible and fearful 
cruelty of their Device, which was not only for the 
destruction of my Person, nor of my Wife and 
Posterity only, but of the whole Body of the State in 
general ; wherein should neither have been spared, or 
distinction made of young nor of old, of great nor of 
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■maDy of man nor of woman : Tbe wbofe Nobility^ 
the wnflic RcffCRnd Cktjyy Bnbopiy and UMMt part of 
the good IVeacher^ the mort part of the Kni^ts and 
Gcntrj; yea, and if that any in this Society were 
fiiTOOiert of their Profcwion, they ahonld all have 
gone one way: the whole Judges of the Land, with 
the most of tbe Lawycn and the idiole Clerics: And 
as tbe wietch himsdf that is in the Tower, doth con- 
fess, it was parpoady devised by them, and conchided 
to be done In this house ; That where the crod Laws 
(as they say) were made against thdr ReUgion, both 
place and persons shoold all be destro y ed and blown 
up at once. And then consider therewithal the cmel 
form of that practice : for by three difierent sorts in 
general may mankind be pot to death. 

The Firsts by other men, and reasonable creatarcs, 
which is least cmel : for then both defence of men 
against men may be expected, and likwise who knoweth 
what pity GOD may stirr up in tbe hearts of tbe 
Actois at tbe very instant? besides the many ways 
and means, whereby men may escape in soch a pre- 
sent fitly. 

And the Second way more cmd than that, is by 
Ammal and unreasonable creatarcs : for as they have 
less pity than men, so is it a greater horror, and more 
unnatural for men to deal with them : But yet with 
them both resistance may avail, and also some pity 
may be had, as was in tbe Lyons, in whose Den Damd 
was thrown; or that thankful Lyon, that had the 
'Raman slave in his merey. 
D 
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Bat the Third, whkh is most cruel and luimerciful 
of ally is the dertroctioii by inieniibk and inantmate 
things ; and amongst them all, the most ctwd «ce the 
two Klfitwnits of Water and Fire $ and of those two 
the Fire most raging and merciless. 

Secondly, How wonderful it is when you shall 
think upon the small, or rather no ground, whereupon 
the Practisers were enticed to invent this Tragedy. 
For if these Conspirators had only been . bankrupt 
persons, or discontented upon occasion of any disgraces 
done unto them; this might have seemed .tp Jiave been 
but a work of revenge. But for my own part, as I 
soaroely ever knew any of them. So cannot tfaey 
alledge so much as a pretended cause of grief: And 
the wretch himself in hands doth con&ss, That there 
was no cause moving him. or them, but meerly, and 
only Religion. And specially, that Christian men, at 
least so called, En^Kshmat^ bom within the Countrey, 
and one of the specials of them, myswom Servant, 
in an Honorable place, should Practise the destruction 
of their King, his Posterity, their Countrey and all : 
wherein their following obstinacy is so joyned to their 
former malice^ as the fellow himself that is in hand, 
cannot be moved to discover any signes or notes of 
repentance, except only, that he doth not yet stand to 
avow, that he repents for not being able to perform 
his intent. 

Thirdly, The discovery hereof is not a little wonder- 
ful, which would be thought the more miraculous by 
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fou an, if yon were at ivell Mqnaiiiled wkh my 
natntti dispotitioii, as tlioK are who be near about me. 
For at I ever did held tutpitioii to be the ikknett of 
a Tjrranty to wat I to €tf i^on the other dtremity, at 
I rather contemned aU adverttaeneott or apprehentioiu 
of practitei. And yet now at thittimewat I tofiur 
contrary to my tel^ at when the Letter wm ahowed to 
me by my Secretary, wherein a geneed obtcare adrer- 
tiiemcnt wat giren of tome dangeront blow at thit 
tim^ I did apoH the untant interpret and appiebend 
tome dark pluatet therein, con tr ar y to the ordinary 
Gnmmer conttmetion of them (and in another toit 
than I am tore any Divine, or Lawyer in any Univer- 
tity would have taken them) to be meant by thit 
horriUe form of blowing ut 19 all by Powder i an4 
thereupon ordered, that tcirch to be made, whereby 
the matter wat d i tcofewd, and the man apprehended: 
whereat if I had appreliended or interpreted it to any 
other tort of danger, or worldly prorition or prevention 
coold have made «t eteape our utter dettruction* 

And in tiiat idto^ wat there a wonderful providence 
of God, and when the party himtdf wat taken, he wat 
but new come out' of hit houte from worldng, having 
hit Firework for idndUng ready in hit pocket, where- 
with at he confetteth, if he had been taken but 
immediately before^ when he vnu in the House, he wat 
retolved to have Uown up himtdf with hit Takert, 

One thing for my own part have I caute to thank 
GOD in. That if GOD for our linr had suflfered their 
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wkked intents to have preyaitedy it ahoold never have 
been tpoken nor written in aget tucceedingy that I had 
died inglorionily in an Aie-hooKy a ttews, or tuch vile 
place, but mine end should have been the most 
Honourable and best companji and in that most 
Honourable and fittest place for a King to be in, for 
doing the turns most proper to his Office $ and the 
more have We all cause to thank and magnifie GOD 
for this his merciful ddiverf. And specially I for my 
party that he hath given me yet once leave, whatsoever 
should come of me hereafter, to assemble you in Au 
Honourable place $ And here in this place, where our 
general destruction should have been, to magnifie and 
praise him for Our general delivery; That I may 
justly now say of mine enemies and yours, as David 
doth often say in the Pm/m, hctdormt infiveam^ fium 
fecenmt. And since Scipio an Ethnick, led only by 
the light of Nature^ That day when he was accused 
by the Tribunes of the people of Rome, for mispend- 
ing and wasting in his Punick war the Cities Treasure, 
even upon the sudden brake out with that diversion of 
them from that matter, calling them to remembrance 
how that day, was the day of the year, wherein GOD 
hath given them so great a victory against Hannibal, 
and therefore it was fitter for them all, leaving other 
matters to run to the Temple to praise GOD for that 
so great delivery, which the people did all follow with 
one applause : How much more cause have vre that 
are Christians to bestow this time in this place for 
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Thin^hriiig to QOD for fait grett Macf^ tfao we had 
faad no other errand of femWing here at this time ? 
wherein if I have apoken more like a Divine, than 
would teem to bdong to this place, the matter it telf 
mutt pkad for mine esciite: for being here come to 
thank God for a Divine work of hit Mercy, how can 
I tpeake of thit deliverance of at firom to helltih a prac- 
tice, to wen, at in langoage of Divinity, which it the 
direct oppotit to to damnaUe an intention? And 
therefore may I jnttly end thit poipote, at I did begin 
it with thit Sentence, The mercy of God it above all 
hit workt. 

It rerteth now, that I thonld thortly inform yon 
what it to be done hereafter upon the occation of thit 
horrible and ttrimge accident. At for your part that 
are my futhfol and loving Subjectt of all degre% I 
know that your heartt are to burnt up with leal in 
thit errand, and your tonguet to ready to utter your 
dutiful affectiont, and your handt and feet to bent to 
concur in the execution thereof (for which at I need 
not to tpur you, to can I not but praite you for the 
tame : } At it may very well be potiible^ that the leal 
of your heartt thall make tome of you in your tpeechei^ 
rathly to blame tuch at may be innocent of thit 
attempt { But upon the other part I with you to con- 
tider. That I would be torry that any being innocent 
of thit prtctice, either domestical or forrain, thould 
receive bUune or harm, for the tame. For although it 
cannot be denied. That it wat the only Uind tupertti- 
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tion of thetc errors in Reiigioiiy that led them to this 
detpente device ; yet doth it not foUoiry That all pro- 
fening that Romiah Religion were gniltj of the Mone. 
For as it is true. That no other sect of fleretiqiies, 
not excepting Tutk, Jew, nor Pagan, no not eren 
those of Calicnte who adore the Devil, did ewr main- 
tain hf the grounds of iheir Refigion, That it was 
lawful, or rather meritorious ^as the Romiah Catho- 
licks call it) to murder Princes or people for qtiarrel 
of Religion.' And idthoii^ particdir uien of all pro- 
fessions of Religion hive been some Thicvi^ some 
Mnrderen^ some Traitors, yet ever when they came to 
their end and }ait piinishmenV they Confessed dieir 
firalt to be hi their nature, and riot In their frofessidn 
flliese Romish Catholicks only excepted :): Y^ it is 
tnpe on the olhef side, That many honest men bibded 
peradventure with Some opinions of Popery, ai if they 
be not found in the questions of the Real presence^ t>r 
in the number of the Sacrameuti^ or some such Sehooh 
qosstiont yet dd they either not know, or at least, 
not believe all the true grounds of Popery, which is 
indeed. The mystery of iniquity. And therefore do 
we justly confess, that many Papirts, especiafly our 
fore-fathers^ laying their only trust Upon Christ and 
his merits at their Ust breath, may he^ and oftentinaes 
are.savud { detesting hi that pomt, and thinking the 
cruelty of Poritans worthy of Ftie, that will admit no 
salvntioB to any Paput. I therefore thus do conehide 
this point. That as upon the one part many honest 
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meoy seduced with tome ^rron of Popery, may yet 
cemain good and fattliful Snbjectt : So upon the other 
part, none of those that truly know and beliere the 
whole grounds, and School-conclusions of their Doc- 
trine can ever prove either good Christians, or faith- 
ful Subjects. And for the part of forrain Princes and 
States, I may so much the more acquit them, and 
their ministers, of their knowledge and consent to any 
such v&lany, as I may justly-say, that, in that point I 
better know all Christian Kings by my sdf, that no 
King nor Prince of Honor vriU ever abase himself So 
much, as to think a good thought of so bsise and dis- 
honourable a Treachery : vtishing you therefore, that 
as QOD hath given mfi. an happy peace and amity» 
with all other Christian Princes my neighbors (as was 
even now very gravely told you by my L. Chancellor) 
that so you will reverently judge and.ipeak of them in 
this case. And for my part I would wish with those 
antient Philosophers, that there were a Christal win- 
dow in my l^reast, wherein all my people vffiight see the 
aecretest thoughts of my heart, for then might you all 
see no alteration in my mind for this accident, further 
than in those two points. The firsts caution and 
wariness in government : to discover and search out 
the mysteries of this wickedness as far as may be : 
The other, after due trial. Severity of punishment 
upon those that shall be found guilty of so detestable 
and unheard of villany. And now in this matter, if ^ 
hi^ve troubled your ears with an abrupt Speech, andt- 
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getted in any good method or order j you have to 
consider that an abmpt, and unadvised Speech doth 
best become in the relation of so abrupt and unorderlj 
an accident. 

And although I have ordained the Proroguing of 
this Parliament until after Christmas upon two 
necessary respects : whereof the first is, that neither I 
nor my Council can have leasure at this time both to 
take order for the apprehension and trial of these Con- 
spirators, and also to wait upon the daily afiairs of the 
Psrliament, as the Council must do. And the other 
reason is, the necessity at this time of divers of your 
presences in your Shires that have Charges and Com- 
mandments there. For as these wretches thought to 
- have blown up in a manner the whole world of this 
Island, every man being now come up here, either for 
publick causes of Parliament, or else for their own 
private causes in Law, or otherwise : So these Rebels 
that now wander through the Countrey, could never 
have gotten so fit a time of safety in their passage, or 
whatsoever unlawful Actions, as now when the 
countrey by the foresaid occasions is in a manner left 
desoUite, and waste unto them. Besides that. It may 
be that I shall desire you at your next Session, to take 
upon you the Judgment of this Crime: for as so 
extraordinary a Fact deserves extraordinary Judgment, 
So can there not I think (following even their own 
Rule) be a fitter Judgment for them, than that they 
should be measured with the same measure wherewith 



APPENDIX. 57 

thejr thcmsbt to mearaien: and that the nme pbce 
and penoiiCy whom thej thought to dettfof, shooM be 
the jolt a fe ogcff of their to nnaatoral a Furieide: 
Yet not knowing that I win ha^ occasion to owet 
with yon injr telf in thi» place at the beginning of the 
next Sewon of this nuliament (becaoK if it had not 
been for delivering of the Articles agreed npon by the 
Commiisionen of the Union, whkh was thought 
nu>st convenient to be done in my presenGe, where 
both Head and Memben of the Parliament were met 
together, my presence had not otherwise been requisite 
at this timet I fasve therefore thought good for con- 
chision of this Meeting, to discourse to you somewhat 
anent the true nature and definition of a Parliament, 
which I w31 remit to your memories, till your next 
sittii^ down ; that you may then make use of it as 
oocasiott shall be ministred. 

For dbeit it be true, that at the first Session of my 
fint Parliament, which was not long after mine Entry 
into this Kingdom, It could not become me to inform 
yon of any thing belonging to Law or State here : (for 
all knowledge most either be infused, or acquired, and 
seeing the former sort thereof is now with IVophesie, 
ceased in the World, it could not be possible for me, at 
my first Entry here^ before Experience had taught it 
me, to be aUe to understand the particular Mysteries 
of tins State :) yet now that I have reigned almost 
three years amongst you, and have been careful to 
observe those things that belong to the Office of a 
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King, albeit that Time be bat a short time for experi- 
ence in othersy yet in a King may it be thoaght a 
reasonable long time, especially in me, who, although 
I be but in a manner a new King here, yet have been 
long acquainted with the office of a King in such 
another Kingdom, as doth nearest of all others agree 
with the Lawes and Cnstomes of this State. Remit- 
ting to your consideration to judge of that which hath 
been concluded by the Commissioners of the Union, 
wherein I am at this time to signifie unto you, That 
as I can bear witness to the foresaid Commissioners, 
that they have not agreed nor concluded therein any 
thing, wherein they have not foreseen as well the 
Weal and Commodity of the one Countrey, as of the 
other J So can they all bear me record, that 1 was so 
far from pressing them to agree to any thing, which 
might bring with it any prejudice to this People $ as 
by the contrary I did ever admonish them, never to 
conclude upon any such Union, as might carry hurt or 
grudge with it to either of the said Nations : for the 
leaving of any such thing, could not but be the greatest 
hinderance that might be to such an Action, which 
GOD by the Laws of Nature had provided to be in his 
own time, and hath now in effect perfected in my 
Person ; to which purpose my Lord Chancellor hath 
better spoken, than I am able to relate. 

And as to the nature of this high Court of Parlia- 
ment, It is nothing else but the Kings great Council^ 
which the King doth assemble, either upon occasion of 



APPENDIX. 59 

interpreting! or abrogating old Lawei, or making of 
new, according ae ill manners shall deserve, or for the 
publick punishment of notorious evil doers, or the 
praise and reward of the virtuous and well deservers ; 
wherein these four things are to be considered. 

ftrstf Whereof this Court is composed. i. 

Secondlyy What Matters are proper for it. 2. 

TMrdly, To what end it is ordained. 3. 

And Fourthly^ What are the meanes and wayes 
whereby this end should be brought to 
pass. 4. 

As for the thing it self. It if composed of a Head 
and a body : The Head is the King, the Body an the 
members of the Parliament. This Body again is sub> 
divided into two parts; The Upper and Lower House : 
The Upper compounded partly of Nobility, Temporal 
men, who are heritable Councellors to the high Court 
of Parliament by the honor of their Creation and 
Lands t And partly of Bishops, Spiritual men, who are 
likewise by the virtue of their place and dignity Coun- 
sellors, Life-Renters, or Ad tntam of this Court. The 
other House is composed of Knights for the Shire, and 
Gentry, and Burgesses for the Towns. But because 
the number would be infinite for all the Gentlemen 
and Burgesses to be present at every Parliament, 
Therefore a certain number is selected and chosen out 
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of that great Body, lerving ondjr for that Parliameat, 
when their pemnt are the repretentation of that 
Body, 

Now the Matters whereof they are to treat ought 
therefore to be general, and rather of inch matters as 
cannot well be performed whhont the assembling of 
that general Body, and no more of these generals 
neither, than necessity shall require : for as in Cor- 
rufttimmx Refublica sunt plwimte leges: So doth the 
life and strength of the Law consist not in heaping up 
infinite and confused numbers of Laws, but in the 
right interpretation and good execution of good and 
wholesome Laws. If this be so then, neither is this a 
place on the one side for every rash and harebrain 
liellow to propone new Laws of hi* own invention ; 
nay rather I could wish these busie heads to remember 
that Law of the Lacedemonians^ That whosoeror 
came to propone a new Law to the People, behoved 
pablickly to present himself with a Rope about his 
neck, that ia c«e tic Law were not allowed, he 
should be hanged therewith. So wary should men be 
of proponing NoveUies, but most of all, not to pro- 
pone any bitter or seditious Laws^ which can produce 
nothing but grudges and diKontentment between the 
Prince and hh peo^e : nor yet is it on the other side 
a convenient place for private men under the cobnr of 
general Laws to propone nothing but their own 
particular gain, either to the hurt of their private 
neighbours, or to the hurt of the whole State in 
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y, and to kj HBaltli 
f tlHit tlie |ffmte mean- 
ing of dmt tnidetk to aoth«g b«t either to the 
wreck of a yitinJar partj, or die vadcr cotoiir of 
pobfi^ne benefit to pill the poor people^ and aervc at it 
were for a gpieial IiBpoat upon them for fiUing the 
pmea of aome pnrate Peiaont* 

And aa to the end for which the Pkriiaaient ia 
ordainedf beiqg onlj for the advancement of Goda 
t^MTf, and the ettaUishment and wealth of the King 
and his people : It is no place then for particolar men 
to nttar there their priTste concdptSy nor for satlsfoc- 
tion of their cnriositiesy and Least of all to make shew 
of their dognmrr^ by tyning the time with long 
studied and eloquent Orations. No^ the reverence of 
God, their King, and their CoontrejTy being well 
setkd in their heartsf will make them ashamed of 
such toyes^and remember that they are there aa sworn 
Couicellors to their King, to give their best advice for 
the fvrtherance of his Service, and the flourishing 
Weak of his Esti^e. 

And lastly, if yon will rightly consider the meant 
and wayes how to bring all your labours to a good en^ 
you must remember, That yon are here anemfaled by 
your lawful King to give him your best advices, in the 
matters proposed by him unto you, being of that 
nature, which I have already told, wherein you are 
gravely to deliberate, and upon your consciences 
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plainly to determine how far thoie things propounded 
do agree with the Weale, both of your King, and of 
your Country, whoae wealei cannot be separated. 
And as for my self, the world shall ever bear me wit- 
ness, That I never shall propone any thing unto you, 
which shall not ai well tend to the Weale publick, as 
to any benefit for me : So shall I never oppone my 
self to that, which may tend to the good of the Com* 
monwealth, for the which I am ordained, as I have 
often said. And as you are to give your advice in such 
things, as shall by your King be proposed : So is it on 
your part your duties to propone any thing that you 
can, after mature deliberation judge to be needful, 
either for these ends already spoken of, or otherwise 
for the discovery of any latent evil in the Kingdom, 
which peradventure may not have come to the Kings 
eare. If this then ought to be your grave manner of 
proceeding in this place. Men should be ashamed to 
make shew of the quickness of their wits here, either 
in tauntmg, scoffing, or detracting the Prince or State 
in any point, or yet in breaking jests upon their fel- 
lowes, for which the Ordinaries or Alehouses are 
fitter places, than this Honorable and high Court of 
Parliament.1 

In conclusion then, since you are to break up for 
the Reasons I have already told you, I wish such of 
you as have any charges in your Countries, to hasten 
you home for the repressing of the insolencies of these 
Rebels, and apprehension of their persons, wherein, as 
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I heartily pray to the Almighty for your prosperous 
success : so do I not doubt, but we shall shortly hear 
the good News of the same ; And that you shall have 
an happy return, and meeting here to all our comforts. 
Here tie Lord Ckmcellor spake toucMng tie Prorogu- 
ing of the ParUament, Aad iaviag done^ Ms 
Majesty rose agaitiy aad sad* 
Since it pleased GOD to grant me two such notable 
Deliveries upon one day of the week, which was Tues- 
day, and likewise one day of the Moneth which was 
the fifth \ thereby to teach me. That as it was the 
same Devil that still persecuted me : So it was one 
and the same GOD that still mightily delivered me ; 
I thought it therefore not amiss, that the one and 
twentieth day of January, which fell to be upon Tues- 
day, should be the day of meeting of this next Session 
of Parliament, hoping and assuring my sel^ that the 
same GOD, who hath now granted me and you all 
so notable and gracious a Delivery, shall prosper all our 
affairs at that next Session, and bring them to a happy 
conclusion. And now I consider God hath well pro- 
vided it, that the ending of this Puliament hath been 
so long continued, For as for mine own part, I never 
had any other intention, but only to seek so far my 
weale, and prosperity, as might conjunctly sUnd with 
the flourishing State of the whole Common-wealth, 
as I have often told you : So on the other part I con- 
fess, if I had been in your places at the beginning of 
this Parliament (which was so soon after mine entry 
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into this Ringdom, wherein ye coatd not powfttyhtye 
•0 perfect a knowledge of mine inclinationy «• experi- 
ence mace hath taught yon) I could not bat have iiw- 
pected, and mn-interpreted divert things : In the trying 
whereof, now I hope, by yovr experience of my 
beharionr and form of goremment, you are well 
enough cleared, and molTed. 



'INI8. 
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